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COL. JOSE M. PINILLA 
. . . co-leader of junta 

Junta Named 
To Govern 
In Panama 

Prom News Dispatches 

PANAMA CITY, Oct. 12— 
The military junta' which 
ousted recently inaugurated 
President Arnulfo Arias 
named two National Guard of- 
ficers today to head a new 
government. 

Lt. Col. Omar Torrijos iden- 
tified himself and Maj. Boris 
Martinez, the commander of 
the Chiriqui Province military 
zone, as leaders of the coup, 
which took place Friday night. 

Torrijos said Col. Bolivar 
Urrutia, the commander of the 
National Guard, Panama’s 
■only military force, and Col. 
Jose M. Pinilla, a former dep- 
uty chief of the Guard, had 
been appointed to form a gov- 
ernment and that they were 
selecting a cabinet. 

For Arias, 67, it was the 
third time in three decades 
that he has been ousted from 
the presidency by the National 
Guard. He and most of his 
cabinet took refuge in the 
U.S.S.-controlled Panama 
Canal Zone and issued this 
statement: 

“We are deeply surprised by 
the senseless attitude of some 
insubordinate officers of the 
Guard. With the exception of 
the few rebels whom the po- 
lice already know, we have the 
loyalty of the chiefs, officers 
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Panama City, the capital, is just outside Canal Zone. 
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Panama (cross-hatching) is split by the Panama Canal. 
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and men of the National 
Gjiard. 

j“The Panamanian people 
ate supporting the legitimate 
government over which we 
preside and will not allow any 
pseudo-military dictatorship.” 
Ordered Changes 
‘Arias took office only 12 
days ago. The military acted 
against him after he ordered a 
number of changes in th 
Guard leadership, apparently 
in an effort to assert his con- 
trol over it. 

'On Thursday, Col. Torrijos, 
who had 'been executive secre- 
tary of the Guard, was named 
military attache to El Salva- 
dor. Other anti-Arias officers 
were given other minor posts. 

‘On the same day, Brig. Gen. 
Bolivar Vallarino, for 17 years 
tl^e commander of the Guard, T 
resigned. He was replaced by 
Col. Urrutia, now engaged in 
forming a new government. 

Torrijos issued a statement 
saying the leaders of the coup 
wfere supported by' ‘‘all the 
young officers.” He charged 
that Arias had planned to “en- 
throne a dictatorship” and 
convert the Guard into a “pol- 
itical instrument of persecu- 
tion.” 

.There was not bloodshed in 
the takeover. Panama City ap- 
peared quiet. Roving Guard 
patrols broke up any groups 
they found. 

The only newspaper which 
wjs allowed to publish, El 
Mundo, carried a statement 
frpm the Guard which said 
that it “has control of all de- 
tachments of the Republic, 
that all officials, classes and 
troops have joined the move- 
ment and that complete calm 
reigns throughout the coun- 
try.” 

It said that constitutional 
guarantees which the military 
suspended would be returned 
following the departure of 
“ajmbitious and uncontrolled 
politicians,” an apparent refer- 
ence to he Arias government. 

A clandestine radio station 
was reported by several listen- 
ers to be on the air, calling on 
the people to rally to Arias. 
Two pro-Arias stations were 
closed by the Guard. 

It was the- second military 
takeover in two weeks in. 
Latin America, coming eight 
days after a junta ousted Pres- 
ident Fernando Belaunde 
Terry in Peru. 

For Arias it was another 
confrontation with the Guard, 



which plays a major role in 
the nation's political life. 
Gfi-ard commanders, have beeh 
at; odds with - Arias since he 
was first elected President in 
19f 

In 1941 the Guard supported 
a bloodless coup that ousted 
Ajfias. Ten years later, it again 
forced him out of office in a 
sejbond — and bloody — show of 
force. ^ 

|n the 17 years since 'he was 
last overthrown, the Guard 
ha£ openly opposed Arias, a 
sharp-talking man -of inde- 
pendent character . whose 
strength in; Panamanian poli- 
tic^ lay with his rapport with 
the masses. 

Vet, in a drastic about-face 
■last May, the Guard made pos- 
sible his return to power for a 
th^rd time. Knowing that 
Arias 'had won election -over- 
whelmingly, the Guard an- 
nounced its support and as- 
sured recognition, of his elec- 
tion by the outgoing govern- 
ment. 

In his inauguration- speech 
Ocjt. 1, Arias 'had promised 
both officers- and enlisted men 
pay increases. 

Vhen trucks carried troops 
into the city Friday night, Tor- 
rijps was reported in the oper- 
ations room at headquarters. 
There was no report on the 
whereabouts of his replace- 
ment, Lt. Col. Camilo Saa- 
vedra. 

Torrijos denied reports that 
Saavedra had been killed. He 
saifcl Urrutia, and his deputy, 
Lti Col. Aristides Hassan, both 
long-time Guard officers, were 
at thome during the coup and 
wohild be allowed to remain in 
command if they supported it. 

Torrijos said the two most 
prominent -government minis- 
ters under arrest were Bolivar 
DaValos, Deputy Minister of 
Government, and Aristides 
Vernaza, chief of the National 
Investigations Department. 

Canal Zone Gov. W.P. Leber 
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ARNULFO AVIAS 
• . . claims support 

and U.S, Ambassador Charles 
W. Adair were reported hur- 
ryin back from a meeting of 



the Panama Canal Co. board 
of directors in Washington. 

The U.S. Southern Com- 
mand’s radio and television 
network advsied U.S. citizens 
-and servicemen residing in Pa- 
mama to stay in their quarters 
and thqs in the Canal Zone 
■rjot to enter cities except on 
essential business. 

(In Washington, State De- 
partment spokesman said it 
would be “premature” to say 
the United States would break 
relations with Panama. He 
said aiiy action by -the United 
States would have to wait 
until the situation clarified.) 

Observers said it appeared 
that the -coup was strictly an 
internal Panamanian affair 
rather - than one -growing out 
of Panama’s sensitive rela- 
tions with the United States. 




